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. OF THE UBITED STATES tITAIN THE HEANING OF THE GSPIONAGE ACT 5O fy
0.8, C., 51 AND 53, A9 AMCUDED, 1T8 TRANGRISSION OR THE REVELATION 13
g!‘ Y3 CORTENTS It AMY HANNER TO AN GNAUTHORIZEN PLRSOR IS FRO- X

LAY, REPEODUCTION OF TWlS PORE 18 PRORIBITED,
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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

The following inforzetion lergely confirms the predictions | |
25X1A and[_____ |regsrding the 17 lay demonstration in Viemna, Some of the

information given Lelow is overty however it is falt that the report mey

be of interest,particulerly in view of the indications it gives of a possible

rift between the SovietBand the Austrian Commniai Party.

1,  On 17 May 1949, 14,200 persons marched to the Ratheusplatz in formation. The
totel mmiber present did not exceed 20,000. The Werkschutz did not particli-
pete, because the Soviet comsander at Zistersdorf refused to supply transporta-
tion, Three thousand police wore assigned to the immediate vieinity of the
Rethaus. Some of thess were transferred from regular posts in the Sovlet
Sector, without objection by the Soviets.® '

25X1 2. | Feported thet according to Chernetz of the Socialist Party
Committes, therc are slight indications that the Soviets vere not in complete
sympathy with the Austrisn Commnist Party's reaetion to the price-wage agree-
ment and might attempt to modify the militancy of the fAustrian Commmnists,
It is reported thet on 18 May, Commnist Zutker~Schilling stated that the
Austrian Commnists reelized thet the Soeialists had been forced into com-
pronise by the coalition, Zucker=Schilling said that if the Socleliet Party
13id not collaborate with the Pecples Party, it would be mich stronger". The

25X1 [ |eece this as a possible new attenpi at conciliation by the Austrian
Commnists, end believes that Zucker-Schilling was uncomfortable about the
goviet attitude toward the Austrien Communist Perty.

3., In a Bezirk 1I meeting held to discuss the demonstration, Kesselbauer etated
thet the Centrel Committee had strongly criticized the organizetion and re-
sults of the demonstretion. Section leaders and shop stewnrds were sharply
attacked for thelr failure to arouse the workers' enthusiasm and to get them
out in the streets. The Central Committee estimated that 30 to 40 percent
of the workers who left the factories dropped out of the parede before it got
to the Rathaus.*¥ Kosselbeuer said it was not oxpected that vorkers from
non-USIA factories would teke part, but it hed been hoped that USIA firms
would meke a better showing. According to Fritz Crey, Central Committes em~
ployee, it is now rumored in the Cormittee that Friedl Fuernberg's program
of striles and disturbances will be replaced by a long renge infiltration
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policy sponsored by Ernst Fischer, It 18 not believed that the Austrian

Commnist Party has plans for any general strike or violent aetion, for the
time being at least.

.

25X1A

. The Soviets refused to allow such transfers at the time
of the 10 Mey demcnstration.

25X1 “l reported that about 18,000 workers left

the factorles, and that 3,000 to 4,000 dropped out.
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